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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to communications: Original Application and IDS filed 
5/31/2001 

2. Claims 1-29 are pending. Claims 1,15 and 25 are independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Stuppy U.S. Patent No. 6,146,148 filed 3/25/1999. 

In regard to independent claim 1, Stuppy discloses receiving a publication 
profile from a requesting user (Stuppy Abstract Lines 4-6 i.e. computer based 
assessment of the student produces a student profile); creating a lesson plan from at 
least a subset of a plurality of information in accordance with the received publication 
profile (Stuppy Col 11 Lines 49-54 i.e. teachers assign work, or to have work assigned 
automatically by the system in accordance with the student profiles); and periodically 
generating the publication for delivery to at least the requesting user from at least a 
subset of content received from one or more content providers dynamically selected to 
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satisfy at least a subset of the lesson plan. (Stuppy Col 4 Lines 20-26 i.e. teacher sends 
instructional materials to each of the students and Col 28 Lines 16-21 i.e. State or local 
course differences, competencies, or other requirements and materials can be readily 
accommodated by the system. The system provides consistent administration and 
enables customization and enhancement for materials delivery, course content, initial 
and on-going assessment, and new skill development.) 

In regard to dependent claim 2, Stuppy discloses wherein the received 
publication profile includes information regarding an intended audience of the 
publication. (Stuppy Col 4 Lines 57-60 i.e. the student profile contains, among other 
data, skill gaps which need to be filled by further instruction. Ongoing assessments 
during the use of the system are used to expand and update the profile). 

In regard to dependent claim 3, Stuppy discloses wherein the information 
regarding the intended audience of the publication includes at least one or more of: an 
average age of the audience, activities in which the audience is engaged, likes of the 
audience, dislikes of the audience, educational topics needing reinforcement in the 
audience, and the number of individuals in the audience. (Stuppy Col 4 Lines 58-61 i.e. 
the student profile contains, among other data, skill gaps which need to be filled by 
further instruction. Ongoing assessments during the use of the system are used to expand 
and update the profile). 

In regard to dependent claim 4, Stuppy discloses delivering the generated 
publication to the requesting user. (Stuppy Col 4 Lines 20-26 i.e. teacher sends 
instructional materials to each of the students) 



Application/Control Number: 09/872,232 Page 
Art Unit: 2178 

In regard to dependent claim 5, Stuppy discloses wherein delivering the 
publication includes one or more of printing the publication at a printing device denoted 
in the publication profile, sending the publication to an email address (es) denoted in 
the publication profile, and/or sending the publication to a facsimile machine at a 
telephone number denoted in the publication profile. (Stuppy Col 27 Lines 26-29 i.e. 
the teacher can read what the students have written at any time, and can archive or print 
the student's work as needed.) 

In regard to dependent claim 6, Stuppy discloses wherein the publication 
includes an instructor subset of content and a student subset of content. (Stuppy Col 31 
Lines 57-61 i.e. a teacher workstation connected to the central processor, including a 
display for displaying teacher workbooks generated by the central processor, an input 
device for inputting teacher input data generated in response to the teacher workbooks 
and Col 31 Lines 62-63 and Col 32 Lines 1-5 i.e. a student workstation connected to the 
teacher workstation, including a display for displaying student workbooks, an input 
device for inputting student input data generated in response to instructional materials in 
the student workbook, and means for forwarding input data to the central processor to 
update the student profile data, including the skill gaps.) 

In regard to dependent claim 7, Stuppy discloses delivering at least the 
instructor subset of content to the requesting user. (Stuppy Abstract Lines 10-17 i.e. the 
central processor generates a teacher workbook either directly or with input from the 
director workstation. The teacher, or teacher and director together, assemble an 
electronic student workbook containing instructional materials correlated with the 
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student profile. The system tracks useful data such as instructional material (e.g., 
textbook pages, work sheets, software, simulations, tests, etc.) delivered to students. ) 

In regard to dependent claim 8, Stuppy discloses delivering at least the student 
subset of content to one or more recipients denoted in the publication profile. (Stuppy 
Col 32 Lines 8-10) 

In regard to dependent claim 9, Stuppy discloses delivering the periodically 
published publication to the requesting user (Stuppy Col 4 Lines 20-26); and delivering 
only the student subset of content to one or more recipients denoted in the publication 
profile. (Stuppy Col 31 Lines 62-63 and Col 32 Lines 8-10) 

In regard to dependent claim 10, Stuppy discloses reviewing information in 
accordance with the publication profile (Stuppy Col 7 Lines 25-28 i.e. review materials 
along with the student); extrapolating lesson plan topic(s) based, at least in part, on the 
reviewed information (Stuppy Col 11 Lines 46-54 i.e. Assign teaching steps for the 
teachers. If desired, the DE can review all information about a student and assign the 
instructional materials for GP, IP, PS and DP's to be used with the student. Yet it may 
be preferable in some instances to have teachers assign work, or to have work assigned 
automatically by the system in accordance with the student profiles.); and developing a 
topical publication schedule, wherein each publication is devoted to at least a subset of 
the lesson plan topic(s) extrapolated from the reviewed publication profile. (Stuppy Col 
7 Lines 1-7 i.e. tailor the user environment to the grade level or subject taught) 

In regard to dependent claim 11, Stuppy discloses comparing information 
received in the publication profile against an educational development profile (Stuppy 
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Col 8 Lines 1-7); and identifying lesson plan topic(s) from topics appearing m both the 
publication profile and the educational development profile, (Stuppy Col 7 Lines 15-19) 

In regard to dependent claim 12, Stuppy discloses comparing content available 
from one or more content providers against the lesson plan to identify content that 
satisfies one or more lesson plan topics (Stuppy Col 8 Lines 1-7); selecting a lesson 
plan topic based, at least in pad, on the available content (Stuppy Col 3 Lines 52-55); 
and generating a publication comprising one or more of an instructor subset of content 
and/or a student subset of content, in accordance with a format denoted in the 
publication profile. (Stuppy Col 29 Lines 20-2^) 

In regard to dependent claim 13, Stuppy discloses iteratively repeating the step 
of periodically generating the publication utilizing new content until all of the lesson 
plan topics of the dynamically created lesson plan are exhausted. (Stuppy Col 1 1 Lines 
12-16 i.e. delivery process repeated) 

In regard to dependent claim 14, Stuppy discloses a storage medium 
comprising a plurality of executable instructions which, when executed by a computing 
system. (Stuppy Col 10 Lines 53-60 i.e. the software provides for the storage, retrieval 
and delivery of instructional materials, and input in response to the instructional 
material) 

In regard to independent claim 15, Stuppy discloses a storage device for 
storing publication content received from one or more content providers (Stuppy Col 1 0 
Lines 53-60 i.e. the software provides for the storage, retrieval and delivery of 
instructional materials, and input in response to the instructional material); and an edit 
module, coupled to the storage device, to periodically generate and deliver a targeted 
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publication from content stored in the storage device to satisfy at least a subset of a 
lesson plan dynamically generated in accordance with a publication profile received 
from a requesting user, (Stuppy Col 8 Lines 1-7) (Stuppy Col 3 Lines 52-55) (Stuppy 
Col 29 Lines 20-24) 

In regard to dependent claim 16, Stuppy discloses a knowledge module, 
coupled to the edit module, to receive and maintain publication profiles for each of a 
plurality of requesting users. (Stuppy Abstract Lines 4-6 i.e. produces a student profile) 
(Stuppy Col 32 Lines 8-10) 

In regard to dependent claim 17, Stuppy discloses wherein the edit module 
dynamically generates the lesson plan from at least a subset of information contained 
within the publication profile of a requesting user t the lesson plan including one or more 
educational topics which are emphasized in the targeted publication(s). (Stuppy Col 8 
Lines 1-7) (Stuppy Col 3 Lines 52-55) (Stuppy Col 29 Lines 20-24)(Stuppy Col 31 
Lines 62-63 and Col 32 Lines 8-10) 

In regard to dependent claim 18, Stuppy discloses wherein the edit module 
generates the lesson plan by comparing information received in the publication profile 
against an education profile to identify suitable educational topics. (Stuppy Col 8 Lines 
1-7) (Stuppy Col 7 Lines 15-19) 

In regard to dependent claim 19, Stuppy discloses wherein the edit module 
selects an educational topic from the lesson plan and assembles content from at least the 
storage device to generate the publication. (Stuppy Col 3 Lines 52-55)(Stuppy Abstract 
Lines 12-17) 
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In regard to dependent claim 20, Stuppy discloses wherein the edit module 
actively solicits one or more content providers for current information associated with 
the educational topic of a targeted publication. (Stuppy Col 7 Lines 1-7 i.e. tailor the 
user environment to the grade level or subject taught) 

In regard to dependent claims 21 and 28, claim 21 and 28 reflect similar 
subject matter claimed in claim 6 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 22, claim 22 reflects similar subject matter 
claimed in claim 7 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 23, claim 23 reflects similar subject matter 
claimed in claim 8 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 24, claim 24 reflects similar subject matter 
claimed in claim 9 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

In regard to dependent claim 25, Stuppy discloses a storage device comprising 
a plurality of executable instructions which, when executed on a computing system, 
implement an edit module to review information contained within a publication profile 
of a user requesting periodic delivery of a publication and dynamically generate a 
lesson plan (Stuppy Col 10 Lines 53-60 i.e. the software provides for the storage, 
retrieval and delivery of instructional materials, and input in response to the instructional 
material) (Stuppy Col 7 Lines 25-28 i.e. review materials along with the student) 
(Stuppy Col 4 Lines 20-26 i.e. teacher sends instructional materials to each of the 
students and Col 28 Lines 16-21 i.e. State or local course differences, competencies, or 
other requirements and materials can be readily accommodated by the system. The 
system provides consistent administration and enables customization and enhancement 
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for materials delivery, course content, initial and on-going assessment, and new skill 
development.), wherein the edit module utilizes the lesson plan to periodically generate 
a targeted publication of content associated with educational topic(s) for delivery to at 
least the requesting user. (Stuppy Col 8 Lines 1-7) (Stuppy Col 3 Lines 52-55) (Stuppy 
Col 29 Lines 20-24) 

In regard to dependent claim 26, Stuppy discloses wherein the edit module 
generates the lesson plan by comparing information contained within the publication 
profile against an educational profile to identify educational topics which may be of 
interest to members of a recipient list denoted in the publication profile. (Stuppy Col 8 
Lines l-7)(Stuppy Col 29 Lines 50-58) 

In regard to dependent claim 27, Stuppy discloses wherein the members of the 
recipient list are students of the requesting user. (Stuppy Abstract) 

In regard to dependent claim 29, Stuppy discloses wherein the edit module 
selectively delivers at least the instructor subset of content to the requesting user 
(Stuppy Abstract Lines 10-17 i.e. the central processor generates a teacher workbook 
either directly or with input from the director workstation. The teacher, or teacher and 
director together, assemble an electronic student workbook containing instructional 
materials correlated with the student profile. The system tracks useful data such as 
instructional material (e.g., textbook pages, work sheets, software, simulations, tests, 
etc.) delivered to students. ), and only the student subset of content to members of a 
recipient list denoted in the publication profile, (Stuppy Col 31 Lines 62-63 and Col 32 
Lines 8-10) 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Londra C Burge whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8784. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 703-308-5186. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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